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the Queen Charlotte 1slands. The yearly catch includes whales of many kinds—
sulphur bottom, finback and humpback, with an occagional sperm whale, Whale
hunting is carried on in fast boats with Svend Foyn harpoon guns—a methad
which wag introduced from Norway. Fvery scrap of the whale is used—olil,
whalebone and meal are ils most important producis. Black and ling cod,
oulachon, flounders, skate, soles, smelts, pilchards and sturgeon are also abundant
in British Columbian waters.

A word might he added with regard to the fur-seal fisheries of the Pacifie,
whose historic headquarters was the city of Victoria. The industry has disap-
peared, in part through the scareity of the animals and in part through the
workings of the Pelagic Sealing Treaty of 10111 The hair-seal fleets of the
North Atlantic make St. John's, Newfoundland, their headguarters.

Game Fish.—The above is a purely industrial and commereial survey. Fishing
for sport, however, has its economic side in a country of such famous game fish
as the salmon of the Restigouche, the black bass of the Quebec and Ontaric high-
lands and the trout of the Nipigon. A considerable public revenue is derived
from the leasing of waters in sparsely settled districts to clubs and individuals
for sporting purposes. Several hundred guides find employment here during
the summer months.

Section. 3.—The Government and the Fisheries.

Upon the organization of the Goternment at Confederation, the administra-
tion of the Canadian fisheries and marine was placed in the charge of a Depart-
ment of the Dominion Government, which then exercised complete jurisdiction
over the fisheries under the supervision of a Cabinet Minister, with a large staff
of inspectors, overseers and guardiang to enforce the fishery laws, Eatly in 1930
a change in departmental organization was effected, whereby two departments,
each in charge of a Cabinet Minister, were created to administer respectively the
Marine and the Pisheries.

In 1882, 1898, 1913 and 1920, decisions in the courts comsiderably altered
the status of jurisdiction as betweer the Dominion and the provinces. To-day
the Dominion controls the tidal fisheries of the Maritime Provinces and British
Columbia and the fisheries of the Yukon and Northwest Territories. The non-
tidal fisheries of the Maritime Provinces, the Prairie Provinces and Ontario
and both the tidal and nen-tidal fisheries of Quebec (except the fisheries of the
Magdalen islands) are controlled by the respective provinces, but the right of
fisheries Iegislation for all provinees rests with the Dominion Government. See
the Fisheries Act (R.8.C. 1927, ¢. 73). The expenditure of the Dominion on the
fisheries in the fiscal wvear 1929-30, inciuding Civil Government salaries, con-
tingencies, etc., was $2,433,738, and the revenue $197,565.

Conservation.—River and Iake fisheries certainly, and sea fisheries probably,
if left to themselves, conform to the ceonomic law of diminishing returns. The
Canadian Government, accordingly, has had for a main object the prevention of
depletion, the enforcement of close seasons, the forbidding ‘of obstructions and
pollutions and the regulation of nets, gear and fishing operations generally., In
addition, an extensive system of fish culture has been organized; the Dominion,

1For the text of this treety, see pp, lxaxvii-xeiih of the Siatutes of Canada, 1912



